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A small town hasjust lost its heart to the ravages of fire. Consumed in the unthinking,
unfeeling fingers of flames were all the promises of a bright future the hamlet had, along with
thelife of its primary benefactor. What happened doesnt seem to matter to those afflicted by
the tragedy; all they know isthe pain of loss and the fear of uncertain tomorrows. But for those
required to bankroll the enterprise, it matters a great deal why, when it seemed that PureWorld
Industries was about to explode into a billion dollar boon, it instead lay now in ashes. Kevin
Waterbury had to know, before his bosses would sign off on amulti-million dollar loss, he had
to have as many of the particulars as there were to be had in the cinders of a once successful
and growing business. He knew they had no choice but to pay, that there was no chance of any
magic that would make the dollar signs disappear. This was an accident, an awful act of fate.
Immediately he thought of his friend, Ethan Powell, a man who had forgotten more about the
vengeful nature of fire than many people in the business ever knew. Ethan, with whom he had
stood beside in the breath of the dragon so often.
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